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MINUTES 
BIKE, PEDESTRIAN, AND TRAILS COMMISSION 

June 1, 2020 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Matt Gworek called the virtual meeting to order at 6:20 pm on June 1, 2020. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

BPTC Members:  Matt Gworek, Chairperson 
Ian Edlind, Member 
Laurie Loeb, Member 
Meg Plumb, Member 
Michael Gorman, Member 

Town Staff Present: Kevin Schorzman, Staff Liaison 
Ben Bohmfalk, Board of Trustees Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 

  

CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Meg moved to approve the Bike, Pedestrian, and Trail 
Commission meeting minutes from May 4, 2020.  Ian seconded the motion, and it 
was unanimously approved.  
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA 
There were no persons present, not on the agenda, to address the Commission. 
 
UPDATE FROM KEVIN: SHARING STREETSMART WITH ASPEN; STOP SIGN 
ON THE CRYSTAL RIVER TRAIL; PEDESTRIAN PATH BEHIND WHEEL 
CIRCLE; DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION OF HIGHWAY 133 
Kevin updated the Commission on two action items from May’s meeting: 
 

1) Pete Rice from the City of Aspen is willing to share their StreetSmart 
programming with the TOC.  He will transmit it in editable mode so it can 
be tailored to the TOC needs; 

2) TOC Public Works has re-installed the stop sign at the intersection of 
Highway 133 and Prince Creek. 

 
He presented two items for the BPTC’s consideration, the first of which was an 
historic pedestrian easement that crosses through Lot 7 on the original Roaring Fork 
Village plat.  Lot 7 has subsequently been divided into two lots—E1 and F2—but the 
location of the pedestrian easement remains as plotted on the original plat.  There is 
some ambiguity as to whether the easement is dedicated specifically to residents of 
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Roaring Fork Village or the general public.  His recommendation would be to 
schedule time at a future BPTC to invite homeowners and discuss this topic further. 
 
Matt indicated that this had been presented to the BOT by a nearby homeowner, and 
the BOT asked the BPTC to explore this in more detail.  Ben mentioned that this has 
been on his radar for a long time, and that there are public access easements that 
are not being used by the public.  He went on to say that the TOC purchased an 
easement to connect Industry Way with the Rio Grande Trail because of the situation 
along 8th Street. 
 
The next step will be to obtain the TOC attorney’s opinion.  Kevin will provide Matt 
with further instruction on where the BPTC should go from here. 
 
The second item for consideration is reviewing the Builders 1st Source development 
plan located in Lot 5A of the Carbondale Marketplace Subdivision.  The plan was 
reviewed by the Planning and Zoning Commission during their latest meeting, and 
was forwarded to the BOT with a recommendation of approval.  Part of the plan is to 
build a 10-foot wide asphalt trail that will connect the bike path along Highway 133 
with Nieslanik Avenue at Shorty Pabst Way; the bike path will skirt the back side of 
the lot.  A five-foot sidewalk will be constructed along the entire length of the lot in 
front of the building.  The bike path will allow users to avoid a roundabout that may 
be constructed at Highway 133 and Industry Way at some point in the future (the 
roundabout is not part of the design plan currently under consideration), it will 
connect with existing trails into the downtown area, and will keep users from 
interacting with traffic at pinch points. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Laurie expressed concern about potential interactions between pedestrians and 
cyclists along the proposed sidewalk.  She also asked if there had been any traffic 
studies conducted specific to the Lot 5A development. 
 
Meg also expressed concern about potential safety issues with the proposed fencing 
that will border both sides of the proposed bike path, as well as the isolated nature 
of the bike path.  She also pointed out that the bike path on the west side of Highway 
133 was a continuous lane, but as the Marketplace is getting built out, there are more 
cuts into the bike path, leading to more conflicts between trail users and vehicular 
traffic on both sides of Highway 133.  She asked if there was a way to compromise, 
to keep trail users closer to general activity so there are more “eyes on the street.” 
 
Kevin pointed out that the benefit of the roundabout as it pertains to this design is 
that it will get 10 semis off the road sooner and eliminate the traffic back-ups that 
most likely would occur if the semis had to navigate the existing route. 
 
Michael shared Meg’s concerns, but could also understand the utility of getting the 
large trucks off Highway 133 more efficiently.  He suggested that they might consider 
a pedestrian underpass at the Highway 133 and Industry Way roundabout. 
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Ben suggested that there needs to be a balance between the perceived lack of safety 
along the proposed trail and the inherent risks of trail users negotiating truck traffic. 
 
Matt asked that Ben and Kevin lay out the BPTC concerns to the BOT when the Lot 
5A plan comes before the Board for approval.  Ben invited the members of the 
Commission to attend the BOT meeting as well. 
 
PLAN FOR PEDESTRIANS AND CYCLISTS DURING COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS 
AND CONSIDER RECOMMENDATION TO CREATE SAFE LANES 
Matt introduced this topic by summarizing the concerns of the Commission members 
about the crowded nature of the Rio Grande Trail and sidewalks and how difficult it 
is to maintain social distancing during the Covid-19 situation.  The draft proposal was 
the result of debriefing discussions after the May BPTC meeting. 
 
Laurie pointed out that Kevin’s comment concerning the need for public input is valid.  
However, Niki’s concern over the immediacy of the situation is also valid.  She 
suggested seeing how the plan goes to restrict Main Street to a one-way street to 
allow restaurants more room to serve customers.  She went on to say that there are 
a lot of changes happening right now, and this may not be the appropriate time to 
suggest something else. 
 
Meg echoed Laurie’s comments, but pointed out that the timing is critical.  The 
challenge is how to do it right under the current time constraints, but also have people 
feel involved.  She doesn’t want to overwhelm Public Works and felt like a phased 
approach makes the most sense. 
 
Ian was also in favor of a phased approach. 
 
Michael brought up the possibility of unintended consequences, and also supported 
a phased approach. 
 
Matt pointed out that this is not only an opportunity to react to a need, but also show 
that this really is a multi-modal community. 
  
Ben mentioned that the Main Street modification was not unanimous from the 
business community’s perspective.  Given the bold measures outlined in the 
proposal, he was uncertain that this would gain a lot of support from the BOT.  He 
suggested seeing how the Main Street modification works out and go from there. 
 
Kevin underlined the necessity of engaging the public before moving forward with 
any form of road modification.  He pointed out that over half of the 8th Street budget 
is for public process and converting two major arteries to one-way streets is a 
significant change.  He also pointed out the need to consider emergency access and 
how people would access their property for parking. 
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Matt responded by suggesting an intermediate step in which the BPTC presents this 
to the BOT as a discussion point.  If the Covid-19 situation continues, put a more 
formal proposal together for BOT consideration. 
 
Ben indicated that he would report on the proposal at the next BOT meeting and ask 
for a straw poll to see if there is interest in the BPTC pursuing the topic. 
 
Matt would like to present something more concrete. 
 
Meg also responded that the proposal is coming from the bike/pedestrian community 
and the motivation for the street modifications are different than those for modifying 
Main Street.  She pointed out that the Covid-19 situation is more urgent and that 
there isn’t time to advertise for a consultant or appropriate a budget to address this 
proposal. 
 
Matt wrapped up the discussion by asking for signage to remind cyclists to refrain 
from riding on the sidewalk.  He asked Ben to present the idea to the BOT, and if 
there is a positive reception, to consider holding a special meeting to focus 
specifically on the proposal. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The June 1, 2020, regular meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m. The next regular 
meeting is scheduled for July 6, 2020, at 6:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


